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Summary. This paper is a modest contribution to the ongo-
ing discussions on the Greimassian semiotics of the sensible,
mainly to the description of cognitive mechanisms determining
the arrangement of morphological parameters of the so-called
thymic verbs. Contextual proximity of the verbs to feel and to
sense testifies to the contiguity of the thymic category mem-
bers, chiefly those having emotional and cognitive features.
The verb to feel is appropriate for the designation of any per-
ception type as it expresses the result of a holistic observable.
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Problem statement. The study of the modes in which linguis-
tic consciousness conceptualizes objective reality has been gaining
importance in recent years. As a general rule, the anthropocentric
approach to language studies today is a necessary complement to
the conventional cognitive discursive modeling. The aforementioned
approach spotlights such categories as “observer” and “observable”,
with the observer being construed as a linguistic persona experienc-
ing and cognizing the surroundings through the unity of emotional,
volitional, intellectual, and physical states. For this reason, the human
organism as a holistic system facilitating comprehension of percep-
tion phenomena has been widely investigated. Nevertheless, there
are still some relevant problems to be addressed, such as pragmatic
and onomasiological features of the names of the concepts conveying
information on the semantics of perception.

Literature review. In corporeal semantics (A. Damasio [1];
P. Gérdenfors [2]) and integrative theory of cognition (A. Mar-
tynyuk [3]) the immediate role of body and emotions in cognitive
processes is accentuated. Similarly, the semiotics of the sensible (in
other words, the inquiry of A. Greimas and J. Fontanille [4]) peruses
the correlation between perception, language, thinking, and action.
A. Greimas advanced his research by introducing the so-called /y-
mic category (from the Greek word thymus meaning “of passions
and emotions within the entire physical structure of human organ-
ism”). Accordingly, the soi-disant thymic category is formed as a re-
sult of cognitive activity which generalizes and classifies the knowl-
edge structures about perceptual, cognitive, and emotional aspects
of perception evolving around the accumulation of their similarities.

Previous research [5, p. 224-225] has documented that
the conceptual triad SENSE : FEELING : EMOTION composes
the semiotic space of the thymic category in modern English due
to the fact that the verbal forms sense, feeling, emotion as well as
their paradigmatic groupings correlate with the knowledge struc-
tures relevant to perceptual, cognitive, emotional aspects of per-
ception. More significantly, content word representatives of each
unit of the triad under study form the thymic lexis corpus of mod-
ern English. Allowing for the verity of the statement about a per-
son using the basic level concepts in their diurnal communica-
tion [6, p. 337-338], the thymic category is adjudged a linguistic

construct of the basic categorial level, whereas the thymic nouns
sense, feeling, emotion are labeled basic and the thymic lexemes
belonging to different parts of speech as well as the expedient
collocations and idioms are labeled marginal.

Thus, in the literature several theories have been proposed to
explain the verbal expression of the perceived. However, to the au-
thor’s knowledge, the thymic lexemes have been scarcely investi-
gated from the point of view of their morphological potential.

This research is aimed at the description of the cognitive mech-
anisms determining the arrangement of morphological parameters
of the thymic verbs. The aim of the research-work predetermined
the tasks of the investigation: to perform a comprehensive analysis
of both basic and marginal thymic verbs in terms of the following
aspects recommended by S. Moiseeva [7, p. 68]: lexical-semantic
(the verb is examined as a lexeme), semantic-syntactic (the verb is
studied as a component of a notional sentence structure), and dy-
namic-functional (the verb is analyzed as a structural-functional
ligature of the syntactic scheme of a sentence).

Discussion. The thymic verbs are referred to “mental predi-
cates” by A. Wierzbicka [8, p. 173], while U. Neisser restricts this
verbal series to “the predicates of sensory perception” [9, p. 10].
The universal meaning of the verb “to perceive” is reduced to
“getting a picture of something / someone in a certain way: by
means of thought, intuition or sensory organs” [10, p. 52]. Thus,
the concept “perception” might be interpreted as a more general
one if compared to the other thymic category units. This can be
attributable to the fact that the concept in question is verbalized
implicitly by embedding into the other concepts which are consis-
tent with it. The referential sphere of the verbs o feel, to emote, to
sense and the derivatives from the periphery of the last two ones, in
particular to emote, to emove, to emotionalize, to sensitize, to sen-
sationalize etc. i3 the human’s specific activity directed at the per-
ception of the environment, the understanding of the latter, that is
at the perceptual, cogitative, evaluative actions.

The verbal units of the thymic lexis corpus cluster around
the categorial opposition (see Table 1 below).

The categorial opposition: state (the basic meaning of the pred-
icates with the semantics of perception) vs. action (the fundamental
taxonomic category of any verb) vs. happening illustrates the agen-
tive feature of the thymic verbs. The feature in question accentu-
ates the semasiological role of “causation” (the term introduced by
E. Paducheva [12, p. 30]) within the semantic structure of a thymic
verb. Consequently, the basic thymic verbs develop a multidirec-
tional polysemy of interpretation formats. Henceforward the results
of the basic thymic lexemes analysis are valid for the marginal
thymic lexemes as well. Interestingly, the table given above was
formed to demonstrate the meanings of the two basic thymic verbs
regarding the significant prevalence of their usage over that of an-
other basic thymic verb to emote. The correlation of the cases of
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Table 1

Interpretation formats of the thymic verbs

Basic thymic verbs
Interpretation format

TO SENSE

TO FEEL

Non-Agentive Accomplishments
(hereinafter in this column the terms offered
by D. Dowty [11] are given) — objectless event

to feel (to get a particular feeling or impression):
It feels like rain. How does it feel to be alone
all day? [21, p. 429].

Intentional Agentive Accomplishments —
purposeful activity

to sense (become aware of something even though
you cannot see it, hear it, etc.):
Sensing danger, they started to run [21, p. 1072].

fo feel (to become aware of something even though
you cannot see it, hear it, etc.):
Can you feel the tension in this room? [21, p. 429].

Non-Intentional Agentive Accomplishments —
events with an active subject or a diathetically marked
event (in this respect there is one initial diathesis
among several ones of the thymic verb).

to feel (to have a particular physical quality which
you become aware of by touching):
The water feels warm. This wallet feels like leather
[21,p. 429].

Stative Causatives —
an inducing event

fo sensitize (become sensitive to physical, emotional
or chemical changes):
So I prefer to take no risk, being sensitized by my
long captivity (A. Piers, Virtual Mode, p. 34).

Simple Achievements —
qualitative action

to sense (to discover and record something):
equipment that senses the presence of toxic gases
[21,p. 1072].

to feel (to deliberately move your fingers over
something in order to find out what it is like):
Try to tell what this is just by feeling it [21, p. 429].

usage of the verbs fo feel, to sense, to emote in modern English
fiction amounts to 4671 : 2386 : 7 accordingly.

Apart from the main meaning, the basic thymic verbs in mod-
ern English are mediated by a series of coordinating meanings
including: the meaning of the inert state, the meaning of activity,
the meaning of the passive state, and epistemological meaning.

When the basic thymic verb bears the meaning of the inert
state, the perceiving person (experiencer) is passively receptive.
The given semantic sector embodies the meaning of the verb
fo feel expressing bodily sensations (Now [ feel fine, not even
tired (A. Piers, Split Infinity, p.112)); in other words, to feel as
the verb of pure perception conveys the meaning of the experi-
encer having this or that sensation without mentioning the object
producing this sensation.

The meaning of activity objectifies the ostensible “growing
perception”, when the experiencer conscientiously directs his /
her attention at a certain object. L. Talmy asserted that experiencer
“emits a probe” [13, p. 103] to search for the object in their own
perceptual field. In that case the basic thymic verbs o sense and to
feel have the role of discourse activators of new objects due to their
binary sensory-existential structure, which the sentence acquires
if it contains a thymic verb: X senses / feels Y may be interpreted
as “in the X’s perception field there is a fragment signaling them
the presence of the object Y in their surroundings”, e.g. He could
[feel the electricity crackling between them (B. Bova, Jupiter, p. 39);
As we floated waiting in free fall, I sensed how both my hearts
knocked (P. Anderson, Explorations, p. 14).

The basic thymic verbs to sense, to feel with the coordinating
meaning of activity in the sentences like At least a section of the Jews
[felt that the only answer was a holy war (BNC) and [ sensed support
from many on the council (D. Brin, Glory Season, p. 59) contain
the information on the fact that the mental reflection of an event
happens as a result of mental efforts, chiefly subconscious infer-
ences. Yet when carrying the meaning of the inert state the verb o
feel points either to the involuntary act of reflection (recognition) in-
dependent of the perceiving subject’s efforts (He felt eves all around
him (T. Brooks, The Druid of Shannara, p. 177)) or to the intuitive
comprehension (But now Maia felt something stronger than either —
a desire to strike back (D. Brin, Glory Season, p. 82)).

The intuitive cognizance conveyed by means of the seman-
tics of the verb fo feel was observed by A. Wierzbicka [6, p. 364],

whereas E. Wolf designated the propositions included into the same
contexts with fo feel “the ones that are not modally determined”
[14, p. 222-223], e.g. Wren felt something unspoken pass between
them (T. Brooks, The Elf Queen of Shannara, p. 82). In the last
example the basic thymic verb does not convey the statement about
the real state of things, but manifests the subjective idea. Modal-
ly undetermined propositions are peculiar to the contexts contain-
ing the verb to sense as it is indicated by such modal exponents
as something (He could sense something was wrong (B. Bova,
The Watchmen, p. 240)) and probably (They could probably sense
the other anchors too (A. Piers, Fractal Mode, p. 43)).

Both the verbs having the meaning of activity and the verbs
with the meaning of the inert state allow the progressive tense with-
out restraint; | am feeling the ground. Sensing something I had come
home a day early (BNC).

The coordinative meaning of the passive state presupposes
the diathesis with the experiencer off screen as contrasted with
both the meaning of activity relating to category and the meaning
of the inert state relating to diathesis, since “the passive is the dia-
thetic shift” [12, p. 203].

In terms of the passive state meaning, the object-participant be-
comes a subject, whilst the experiencer falls within the off screen
space, that is to say they become observers: To talk simply of em-
pires and patriotic duty was sensed to be no longer convincing as
a public justification for these sacrifices (BNC). As it can be seen
from the example, the basic thymic verb in the passive form will,
when being interpreted, remain an agentive one, namely the causator
(agent) can be found among the participants of the situation it sig-
nifies. Transitive basic thymic verbs to sense, fo feel can be used
as intransitive ones, their intransitivity being a semantic derivative
of the source causative thymic verb: Pain felt on the skin, muscle,
Joints, bones and ligaments is called somatic pain (BNC). The sam-
ple illustrates how the above-described happening, not action, es-
tablishes the taxonomic category of the thymic verb.

Regarding the semantic aspect, the meanings of activity
and the passive state originate from one and the same meaning
of the inert state extended by the verbs which are the exponents
of physical, perceptual, and cognitive states: I (could) feel / felt
X (inertness: physical state) — [ am feeling / sensing X (activity:
perceptual and cognitive states) — X is (being) felt / sensed (diathe-
sis with the observer: physical, perceptual, cognitive states).
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The epistemological meaning stems from the above adduced
meanings; the former is distinctive of the thymic verbs the argument
structure of which contains the participant (image). The syntactic
object of such a thymic verb denotes two participants at a time,
viz. stimulus and image: [ feel / sense something, the image can be
chiefly interpreted as a subconscious reflection of solely semantic
categories. This finding is in line with the results obtained by O. Se-
liverstova [15, p. 327]: in the following sentence / couldnt sense
her presence the perception device failed to reflect the substance
symbolized by the concession of the sounds perceived.

The basic thymic verb as a central component of the dictum
of the proposition may correlate with an argument block, i.e. dia-
thesis with a deictic observer, when those being in the close prox-
imity to the speaker (including the latter) are integrated into the sub-
ject of perception: Every one of us felt the sense of achievement =
The sense of achievement was felt by every one of us (BNC). Coref-
erence between the subject and the object of perception is repre-
sented by reflexive thymic verbs: Oliver felt himself being carried
across rough ground (BNC).

Overall, the predicates of sensory perception are curren-
cy-oriented, whereby the environment is being perceived in its
presentive, processual, and event-related aspects, when an ob-
server perceives the objects belonging directly to their percep-
tion zone. It is a case of the soi disant external observer, that
means the classical subject of perception remains in all-chan-
nels-of-perception-functioning mode.

In fact, the verb o feel is appropriate whatever
the type of perception is. In addition, it can convey the result
of a holistic observable: I feel there’s a fire being burned (BNC).
In the given instance the proposition with the basic thymic verb
extends the observable, herewith the semantics of this verb ad-
mits of both solely perceptual meaning and the meaning of in-
tuitiveness. The semantic emphases are laid with the unfolding
of the context. Therefore, perception is not separated from
the mental operations, for this reason “the verbs with percep-
tual semantics can generate epistemic and evaluative meaning”
[16, p. 413]. These verbs notably acquire the function of the thy-
mic verbs of propositional relation with an emotive component.

The predicate of emotional state to emote describes the sub-
ject’s frame of mind. As it has already been noted, this predicate as
a meaningful verb-centered sentence element is an exceedingly rare
case. Even so, its meaning is implicitly transferred by the peculiar
emotivity recipients, namely the basic thymic verbs to feel, to sense
or the derivatives of the latter. Alternatively, a number of linguists
(see works of A. Wierzbicka [6], [8] and A. Zalizniak [17]) agree
that sentence actualization of the verbs of perception identified with
the thymic ones in the current research is not even in the English
language, because connotative adaptedness of the verb o feel is
more expressive than that of the other verbs of perception.

Decomposition of the verb to feel presupposes two participants:
experiencer (Y) feeling an emotion and stimulus (X), the latter
disintegrating into three units — the substance of the mental act
(Y thought), the intellectual assessment, and the reason for the emo-
tion. J.L. Austin completes the decomposition of the verb to feel
with the process of identification of emotion [18, p. 62]. In that case,
the cognition cycle of the thymic state unfolds from perception to
knowledge. The transfer of the thymic verbs with an emotional
component to the category of propositional regime is connected
with the weakening of emotional semantics and shifting the epis-
temic meaning to the forefront (Not that your life would be ruined,

but you'd never feel completely happy (P. Anderson, The Stars Are
Also Fire, p. 5)). When it comes to the basic thymic verbs to sense,
to feel bearing the meaning of perception, the transfer occurs with
the advance of their cognitive semantics.

Despite the fact that the mental senses having the meaning
of the predicates of propositional regime combine with the per-
ceptional and emotional ones, they are well ordered: for the sen-
sory-marked verb o sense the position of the predicate is primary.
From this position the thymic feature shifts to the position of prop-
ositional regime, mainly to the verb to feel: I sensed that the peo-
ple of Donegal felt faintly disappointed at having such a rational
church service (BNC). Nevertheless, the marginal thymic verb to
sensationalize requires no syntactic tools to specify its emotion-
al component: Sensationalize a story, so don't believe what you
read, most of it is crap (BNC). In the sample sentence: Elizabeth
felt a thrill now, instead of a chill, at the word “husband” (BNC)
the implicature functions as the assertive component of the expli-
cation of the proposition, the implicature mediating the causative
connection between sensory-perceptive (fo feel chill) and emotive
(o feel a thrill) approaching senses.

The predicates to feel, to sense can replace one another; how-
ever, a shift of meaning is then observed: to sense introduces epis-
temological semantics to the utterance, i.e. the meaning of knowing
is yielded by the observer not on the basis of inner belief, but as
a result of inferences about the connection between emotional state
and its causes. Cf. He wasnt certain what the point was, but he
felt that it had to be made (D. Adams, The Long Dark Tea-time
of The Soul, p. 28) where the predicate felt adds the semantic com-
ponent to believe to the sentence, whereas in the dependent prop-
osition the emotional state with the connotation of uncertainty is
concerned, the emotional state being amplified by means of the mo-
dality exponent wasn t certain and Toshio suspected she sensed his
attraction to her (D. Brin, Startide Rising, p. 67) where the predi-
cate sensed introduces the semantic component to comprehend to
the sentence, the sense-bearing emphasis being put on the cause
of emotional state in the dependent proposition. Hence, the basic
thymic predicates to feel and o sense clearly demonstrate the op-
position of emotional state and cognitive state. More significantly,
the semantics of to feel features the shift along the probability scale
towards likelihood. The contextual approach of the basic thymic
verbs to feel, to sense points to the possible advance of both emo-
tional and cognitive states within the thymic category, e.g. .. He saw,
sensed, felt every part of the ship (B. Bova, Jupiter, p. 112); Shea
and Flick felt the fear even more deeply, they sensed that something
was wrong (T. Brooks, The Sword of Shannara, p. 6).

Verboides (the participle and the gerund) objectified by
the lexical units of the thymic category are worth special attention.
The present participle is the exponent of nonsimultaneous course
of actions, one of which is denoted by the thymic verb and pre-
cedes the other one. The usage of this verbal form generally takes
a direct object and fixates the given moment: The ambulance head-
ed to the scene and, sensing a story, [ followed (BNC). The past
participle of the thymic verbs with sensory-perceptive component
can function as a predicate: <...> when a potential emergency was
sensed (BNC), but, on the other hand, the past participle of emotion-
ally-coloured thymic verbs may function as an adverbial modifier:
What blinds people and when felt it hurts but people still go after
it (BNC), particularly the adverbial modifier of state: Even now, if
it was felt worthwhile, we could build a transmitter that could send
signals to the nearest stars (B. Bova, Voyagers, p. 25).
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Being a morphological exponent of the thymic state, the gerund
can cause a discrepancy which was described by A. Kravchenko
as “the contention between the generalized nature of sensory per-
ception state and infeasibility to identify an observer” [19, p. 93].
In this case the modification of gerundial thymic construction by
means of possessive pronouns is typical of the English language:
His long, inexplicable silence had resulted in her feeling such mis-
ery that she was finding it difficult to eat or sleep (BNC).

From the perspective of the major categories of verbs, basic
and marginal thymic verbs indicate: either personalized or erratic
thymic states of the speaker / observer / protagonist (the category
of person), the relation of the process of perception to the subject
and object (the category of voice), and the relation of the process
of perception to the reality (the category of mood), the verbalized
dominance of efficiency / inefficiency of perception (the category
of aspect), the temporal characteristic of perception (the category
of tense), quantitative indices of the participants of the case of per-
ception (the category of number).

Conclusions. A series of the basic thymic verbs to feel, to
sense, to emote is conducive to the ascertainment of the ternary
quality of the concept SENSE : FEELING : EMOTION. A se-
mantic connector is typical of this series, the latter expands in ac-
cordance with the complicacy of the lexico-grammatical structure
of the verbs in question and their distribution system. The actual-
ization of this feature might be attributable to the relational poten-
tial of the thymic verbs, i.e. the power to fixate immanent states,
particularly the thymic ones, which may not be subjected to obser-
vation. Besides, the informational complex of the thymic category
manifests the following features: the tendency towards pragmatic
and semiotic blocking of the predicate of the emotional state fo
emote; as well as the characteristic of the predicate to fee/ when
it becomes the intermediate link between emotional and cognitive
processes, that is to say, the whole thymic category can be re-
placed by its part in the dictum of the proposition.

Clearly, further research will be required to validate the fact
of the thymic deficit compensation by the corresponding thymic
nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.
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3aciaonkina A. B. JlisnbHicHuii acnekT cnpuiiHATTS:
B MeKaX ceMioTHKO-a(eKTHUBHOI KOHLeNLil Ta o3a Helo

AHoTauis. Y cTarTi 3p00ieHo crpo0y MOIIMPUTH HAYKOBHI
nopo6ok A.JK. I'pelimaca, 30KkpeMa MPOMOHYETHCS OIMUC KOTHi-
TUBHUX MEXaHI3MIB oprasizauii MOpQOJOriYHUX MapamMeTpiB
THUMIYHHX OieciiB. KoHTeKkcTyanbHe 30MmKeHHs AieciB fo feel,
to sense BKa3zye€ Ha MOXIIMBICTh 30JMKCHHS UICHIB THMIYHOI
Karteropii i3 eMOLIHHOIO 1 KOTHITUBHOIO O3HaKaMu. JliecsioBo fo
feel € xopeKTHIM 3a Oyab-SIKOTO TUITy CHPUHAHATTS Ta MOXKE I1e-
pefaBaTH pe3ylibTaT FoJiCTHYHOTO CIIOCTEPEIKYBAHOTO.

Ku1ro4oBi ci10Ba: TUMi4Ha KaTeropisi, eKCIEepieHT, CrocTe-
pirau, miaresa.

3acionkuHa A. B. JlesiTe IbHOCTHBI acneKT BOCHpPH-
SITHSI: B PaMKax ceMHOTHKO-a(peKkTHBHOH KoOHLeENUUU
U BHe e¢

AHHoOTanus. B crarbe nenaercst MomnpITKa pacHIupUTh Ha-
yuHoe Hacneaune AJK. I'pelimaca, B 4aCTHOCTH IpeAJiaraercs
OIMCaHUE KOTHUTHBHBIX MEXaHU3MOB OpraHu3aluu Mopdo-
JIOTMYECKUX IapaMeTpOB TUMHUYECKHMX IIarosios. KonTekcry-
aJIbHOE COMKEHUE IIIArolioB fo feel, to sense yka3blBaeT Ha
BO3MOXKHOCTb CONMDKEHUs 4YJIEHOB THUMHUYECKOIl KaTeropuu
C SMOLIMOHAJILHBIM M KOTHUTHBHBIM Ipu3HakaMu. [T1aroin o feel
SBJISIETCS. KOPPEKTHBIM IIPU JIFOOOM TUIIE BOCHPUATUSL U MOXET
HepeaaBaTh pe3yibTraT XOIUCTUUECKOro HabJII0IaeMOro.

KiroueBble cj10Ba: TUMUUECKAsl KaTETOPHUsi, SKCIIEPUCHT,
HaOJoaTeNb, 11arTesa.
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