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Summary. The article deals with the problem of writing
a literature review for thesis or master’s paper. In the context
of the revival of academic scientific interest among new generation
of specialists motivated by different European programs and pro-
jects the question of qualitative preparation of scientific paper or
thesis as well as the diploma paper becomes more and more topical

Basing on the early offered researchers’ ideas we have
made an attempt to offer more laconic and adapted to the needs
and mentality of Ukrainian graduates and postgraduates
(PhDs) mixture of ideas on how to do a literary review. In this
article main aspects of making literary review, in particular, its
main stages and principles are cleared up in order to help Mas-
ter’s students or PhD students to make their scientific papers in
short term and of a high scientific quality.
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Problem statements. In the sphere of science and higher edu-
cation writing Academic papers has always been a question of prior
importance. Nowadays in the context of the revival of academic
scientific interest among new generation of specialists motivated by
different European programs and projects the question of qualitative
preparation of scientific paper or thesis as well as the diploma paper
becomes more and more topical.

Current state. The given problem is touched on in some sci-
entific works, mainly in the course of general study of the prob-
lem of making an Academic paper by Theuns G. Kotze, P. Creme,
JM.H. Lim, Dunleavy, C.B. Norris, J.M. Swales and others [1; 2;
3;4;5;6; 7, 8]. It’s dealt with as one of the components of an Aca-
demic article. The most detailed analysis is presented by The-
uns G. Kotze. Basing on the early offered researchers’ ideas, we
will make an attempt to offer more laconic and adapted to the needs
and mentality of Ukrainian graduates and postgraduates (PhDs)
mixture of ideas on how to do a literary review.

The research objectives. The main purpose of this article is
to clear up main aspects of making literary review, in particular, its
main stages and principles in order to help Master’s students or PhD
students to make their scientific papers in short term and of a high

scientific quality.
Article 1 Article 2 Article 3

Critical integration & synthesis

—

Literary review

Main part. If you have to write a scientific work (Master’s
Paper or thesis), you may be required to begin by writing a literature
review. A literature review is a search and evaluation of the avail-
able literature in your given subject or chosen topic area. It docu-
ments the current state of the subject or topic you are writing about.

As it is known a literature review has four main objectives:

— To survey the literature in your chosen area of study;

— To synthesize the information in that literature into a sum-
mary;

— To critically analyze the information gathered by identify-
ing gaps in current knowledge; by showing limitations of theories
and points of view; and by formulating areas for further research
and reviewing areas of controversy;

— To present the literature in an organized way [1].

A literature review shows your readers that you have an in-depth
grasp of your subject; and that you understand where your own research
fits into and adds to an existing body of agreed knowledge [1].

When researching and making literary review you should take
into account the following:

— It is not a descriptive list; not a book by book and article by
article summary; not a survey of every single thing written about
your topic.

— It must be defined by an essay question, research project
or objective. It must tell the reader what information, opinions
and ideas have been offered, discussed and agreed in your area
of study and outline their strong and weak sides.

According to Theuns Kotze, the literary review repre-
sents the theoretical core of the article. It should include
1000-1500 words. Its purpose is to review what has been done
by the previous researchers in the certain field of study, to study
the current state of the problem (to critically evaluate, re-organise
and synthesize the work of others) [2; p. 19].

Theuns Kotze stresses on the fact that the key to a successful lit-
erary review lies in researcher’s ability to ‘digest’ information from
different sources, critically evaluate it and present your conclusions
in a concise, logical, and ‘reader-friendly’ manner [2, p. 23].

He schematically pictured the process in the following table:

Synthesis —
the combination of
components to form a
new connected whole
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Academic research is a critical enquiry. Therefore, you have to
identify main ideas offered by the researchers, to clear up your own
point of view as for their ideas and opinions, to find contradictory
aspects and ideas and, in case, they are suitable for your future topic
to try to clear up the contradictions or to state your own ideas as for
the subjects of your research, to fill in the gaps in their study. After
all careful study of the recent literature and identification of contro-
versial aspects will help you to form the basis of your own research.

T. Kotze marks that it is necessary to overcome three specific
challenges to compile a proper literary review:

— To find appropriate literature on a specific topic;

— To manage the information;

— To present a logical, synthesised and reader-friendly review
of the current knowledge relating to a specific topic [2].

The structure of a literature review includes the following
parts: an introduction, main body, and a conclusion.

The introduction aims at defining the topic to study and pro-
viding a necessary context for reviewing the literature, at setting
the research topic, the subject of the study. Besides, it should explain
the organizational structure of the review and outline the aspects
included and omitted.

The main body is supposed to structure the literature in accord-
ance with the themes identified; to identify the object of the research,
ie. to identify the ties between the topic and the wider area
of the research; starting from the analyses of more general view
of literature to focus on the very subject of the given research.

The conclusion is intended to summarise the most significant
aspects of the existing body of literature; to evaluate the current
state of the problem study in the literature examined; to identify
the spheres and aspects for future research.

While studying a large scope of scientific literature, it is nec-
essary to make detailed notes paying special attention to the ideas
more or less associated with the topic you are investigating.

To describe a process of writing a Literature Review it is appro-
priate to name its main stages of the process. They are: finding
a topic; gathering the literature; finding relevant excerpts.

Firstly (under the guidance of your potential scientific supervi-
sor) you have to define future topic of your research work, the sub-
ject and the object of your study.

Then gather the literature, i.e. “to conduct a comprehensive
bibliographic search” of books and articles connected to your
research area. You have to read the abstracts and chose those arti-
cles and books that suits to your subject and object. Then you are
advised to look through the content of the chosen books and articles
on the relevance of their content.

You have to find excerpts relevant to the research topic. Browse
through the contents of each book and article to find some ideas,
opinions, conclusions, and findings about the problems you are
investigating; scientific terms related to your subject; ideas outlin-
ing prospective aspects to study (relevant to your research); some
aspects gaps in the literature; some disputable questions to study.

Then you should note the relevant excerpt. While doing this
it is necessary to write down the name of the author of the stud-
ied and noted source as well as the other obligatory output data
of the source for future reference (the author of the source, the title,
the place and year of publication, pages number or page with a quo-
tation used). When you refer to electronic resource you should note
the site of access. Each article and book which ideas you are going
to use should be mentioned.

Afterwards it is recommended to sort out the excerpts in
accordance with the aspects analyzed and to place them separate-
ly in order not to mix. After such analyses some new (additional)
aspects can be revealed. You can skip them if they are not suit-
able for your current research, but bear in mind their existence
for some other research works (thesis for conferences, scientific
articles etc.).

The next thing you need to do is to create your theoretical draft
or conceptual plan. Review the material on each aspect pointing
out main ideas. Then decide whether these ideas correlate to each
other or are disputable, contradictory. Write the results of your
comparisons.

Next choose any section of your conceptual schema to begin
with. You can begin anywhere, because you already know the order.
Figure out a mini-conceptual schema based on that theme by group-
ing together the excerpts with the same idea. Write up your literature
review basing on the excerpts that you have made before, includ-
ing the citations with adequate output data. Repeat these actions for
each part of your literature review.

When your literary review is ready, revise it as for the content,
clarity of thoughts and consistency of their expression and edit as
for writing mistakes.

A literature review aims to demonstrate the writer’s knowl-
edge of the important professional literature on the chosen subject.
So it is important to be sure in coverage of all material significant
for your topic. Don’t forget about the so-called academic integ-
rity required in scientific works. To avoid plagiarism you bear in
mind the necessity to include the outline data for your citations
and references.

Here are some guidelines for the text of your review. It should
be written in a clear and concise academic style avoiding using spo-
ken language; it should not be descriptive in nature. It should have
no grammatical or spelling errors and logically arranged sentences.
Sometimes you may use subtitles to organize the review.

In the conclusion it is necessary to mark that while making
a Literary Review researcher should consider the main purposes
of the work. The researcher should provide a summary of her/his
own findings from the literature review, to make her/his own con-
clusions about current state of the problem/topic study, of aspects
analysed and omitted, to make suggestions for future research in
accordance with the unexplored aspects and to determine his own
topic, subject and object of the research.
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Becapad O. M. OcHOBHi NpaBHJIa HANMCAHHS OLJISALY
JiTeparypu JJist Maii0yTHBLOI JucepTanii

AHoranis. CTaTTi0O IPHUCBAYEHO NPOOIEMi HaNUCAHHS
0030py JiTepaTypu Ui AUCEPTALifHOro abo MaricTepchbKoro
JOCTIKEeHHS. Y KOHTEKCTI BiJPO/DKEHHSI IHTEpeCy MOJIOAIL 110
HAyKOBOi JiSUTBHOCTI, SKMH YMOTHBOBAHO PI3HUMH €BpOIICH-
CbKMMU MpOrpamMaMy Ta TMPOSKTaMH, TIUTAHHS SKiCHOT MiAro-
TOBKH HayKOBOi pOOOTH € JOCUTH aKTyaJIbHUM.

VY cTaTTi NpONOHYETHCS JIAKOHIYHUHN aJanTOBaHUM s
BITYH3HSHOTO JOCHiJHHKA OIS 0a30BUX aCIEKTIB i MPHH-
LUITB HAIMUCAHHS OIS JIiTepaTypH sIK HEoOXinHOI 0a3u
JUIL TIOAAJbIIOr0 HAayKOBOTO JOCHIDKEHHS (MaricTepchbKoi
poboTH abo IUCepTAaLidHOro JOCHIKeHHs). PO3mIsHyTO
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OCHOBHI eTanu poO0TH HaJ| 3a3HAYCHOI0 YaCTHHOIO HAYKOBO-
o JOCIIIKEHHS.

KurouoBi ci1oBa: HanucaHHs HayKoBOi poOOTH, aucepTa-
1isl, OIS JTEpaTypH.

Becapad E. H. OcHoBHbIe IpaBHIa HaNMcaHUsA 0030pa
JIMTepaTypsl 1J1s Oyayiueii Auccepranumn

AnHotauus. Craresi TOCBALIEHa INpoOiieMe HaluCaHHs
0030pa JITepaTyphl IS AUCCEPTALMOHHOTO MM MarucTepCKOro
HCCIIeA0BaHMs. B KOHTEKCTE BO3POXKICHHS HHTEPECa MOJIOJEKU
K Hay4HOU JeATeIbHOCTH, O0YCIIOBIEHHOTO pa3IMuyHbIMU €BpO-
MIEHCKUMU NPOrpaMMaMy M MPOEKTaMH, BOIIPOC Ka4eCTBEHHON
TIOATOTOBKU Hay4YHOU pabOTHI SBJISIETCS BEChbMa aKTyaJIbHBIM.

B crarbe mpemiaraercst JIaKOHHMYHBIN alalTHPOBaHHBIN
JUI OTEUECTBEHHOTO HccienoBarens 0030p 0a30BBIX acIek-
TOB W NPHUHIUIIOB HAITUCAHUS 0030pa JInTepaTrypsl Kak HEoO-
XOIUMOHM 0a3bl s JaJbHEWIIEero Hay4HOTO MCCIIEIOBaHMS
(Marucrepckoit paObOThI MJIM JTUCCEPTALMOHHOTO HCCIIEN0Ba-
Husl). PaccMOTpeHbl 0OCHOBHBIE 3TaIlbl pabOThl Ha/l yKa3aHHOW
Y4acThIO HAYYHOT'O UCCIICIOBAHUSI.

KuroueBble ci10Ba: HanrcaHue HayqHOU paboTHI, JUccep-
Tauys, 0030p JIUTEPATYPBHI.




