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DEVELOPING CIVIC COMPETENCE THROUGH THE ART
OF THE WORD (BASED ON K. GORDIENKO’S LITERARY WORKS)

Summary. At present, one can notice a growing interest in
civic education, due to significant social changes in Ukraine
and its integration into European space. Civic competence is
an important condition for the existence of an intercultural
and democratic society, in which every citizen actively
expresses his attitude to the various social, political and national
processes of the present. The study of works of art and literature
is one of the most promising and effective means of forming
civic competence. It will give an opportunity for a person to
learn how to analyze, contrast and compare images, objects
and phenomena, to form their own opinion and active civil
position. The paper is aimed at an characterization of the word art
means for civic competence fostering based on K. Gordienko’s
literary contribution, at the report on development and use
of electronic tools for educational assignment with a view
of mastering better the writer’s works. Methods of analysis,
synthesis and systematization were used to achieve the goal,
which allowed to determine the place and role of K. Gordienko’s
development in the historical-literary process; the study
of psychological changes, reflected in behavior and experiences
of writer’s main characters, called for applying the methods
of research psychology; the structural-typological method was
used for the analysis and comparison of the author’s literary
texts; the systematic approach to the examining of the writer’s
literary heritage made it possible to actualize the system-
making factors of his poetics. It was revealed that one’s civil
competence involves the active, conscious, and responsible
attitude to social and civic processes directed at the development
of the state. Developing civic culture through the art of the word
can foster a true patriot of Ukraine, which is currently extremely
important and necessary. The comprehensive analysis
of the writer’s literary heritage gave an opportunity to clarify
the role and place of the writer and his works in the context
of literary and aesthetic aspirations of Ukrainian literature
of XX century and to determine his national-patriotic views.
In order to improve the quality of the civil culture formation
process there was developed an electronic tool for educational
purposes, which contains the theoretical material, literary
work, epistolary, photo gallery and video materials about
K. Gordienko.

Key words: civic competence, patriotism,
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the art

Problem statement. Today, significant social changes in
Ukraine and its integration into European space have determined
a growing interest in civic education. Formation of civil
competence of the person is relevant taking into consideration
conditions of competence approach in education and the need to
prepare a young generation capable to take an active part in the life
of a democratic society. Civic competence formation can be found in
numerous scientific works of the researchers. This issue was studied
by L. Ovcharuk, who considers educational measures of patriotic
direction to be effective means in civic competence fostering.
0. Pometun identified the components of civic competence, which
she believes to be a key competence of the younger generation.
0. Barau investigated the use of didactic tools for the implementation
of civic education in educational process [1].

Among foreign scientists, it 1is possible to allocate
the works of J. Prasans, who advocated an interdisciplinary
approach and introduced issues of civic education to secondary
schools in the book [12]. Analysis of the development of civic
competence was carried out by scientists J. Schwartz and D. Barone
[14]. M. Glowinski was engaged in the search for civic education
in national-patriotic direction in his philosophical works [10].
N. Stepanova raised the issues of civic competence, where
she emphasizes the person’s socialization by means of the art
of the word. The same aspirations had K. Chorna, whose works are
devoted to main priorities of fostering the patriot through the word.

The purpose of the article. The paper is aimed
at an characterization of the art of the word means for civic
competence fostering based on K. Gordienko’s literary
contribution, it has also the goal to report about the development
and the use of electronic tools for educational assignment with
a view of mastering better the writer’s works.

Research. Methods of analysis, synthesis and systematization
were used to achieve the goal, which allowed to determine the place
and role of K. Gordienko’s development in the historical-literary
process; the study of psychological changes, reflected in the behavior
and experiences of the main characters of the writer, called for
applying the methods of research psychology; the structural-
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typological method was used for the analysis and comparison
of the author’s literary texts; the systematic approach to
the examining of the writer’s literary heritage made it possible to
actualize the system-making factors of his poetics.

Different researches interpret civic competence as
a set of features of an individual to have their own opinion
and be responsible for it [6, p. 231], to implement their own rights
and duties, actively to participate in social processes [8, p. 128]; to
protect the interests of the citizen of the country. His includes not
only civic knowledge, but also civic skills and dispositions. Civic
culture implies the possession of knowledge and skills that cover:
understanding national, European and universal values; knowledge
about civil society and the process of making public decisions;
the orientation in the problems of modern social life in Ukraine
and abroad; awareness of personal responsibility and sense of duty;
active and responsible position of a citizen of the country.

Taking into consideration the fact that Ukraine is a state where
people of different nationalities live, the researches done by V. Pang,
G. Gay, W. Stanley are appropriate to study. The scientists believe
that ideas of universal unity of all citizens of the state who have
the same rights and responsibilities characteristic of a democratic
society provide the basis of civic competence of a member
of multicultural society [12, p. 321].

0. Pometun considers civic competence to be manifestation
of the formed citizenship of the individual, who is capable to
actively and responsibly use civil rights and duties with the goal
of developing a democratic society. The researcher identifies three
components of civic competence, namely: axiological, active,
procedure [3, p. 67]. Having an active and responsible position
in the society, the younger generation will be able to protect their
family and itself from danger.

As noted by O. Shestopalyuk, civic competence cannot be
fostered only when studying the subjects of socio-political cycle,
because it provides the development of some key competences:
research; communicative; training; competence of social choice
and social action [9, p. 34]. We consider one’s acquaintance with
works of art and literature to be the most promising and effective
means of civic competence fostering, as due to them a person can
learn to analyze, compare images and phenomena, defend their
own opinions, etc. In this aspect we agree with V. Panchenko, who
believes that one should not forget about national and universal
values, justice, honesty, respect for human dignity, national history,
culture and traditions when reading literature works [5, p. 159].

Civic competence has a national-Patriotic basis, because it
assumes a citizen’s active position in a particular country that
has its own laws, traditions, internal and external policies. Thus,
educational institutions have great responsibility as they provide
the process of forming civic competence based on democratic
principles and the principle of respect for the individual. In the case
of secondary school its education should initially be directed on
fostering an active citizen who is able to think about social problems
and not to be indifferent to them. When talking about higher school
future specialist, in particular the teacher of the Ukrainian language
and literature, they should read the artistic texts, get acquainted with
contemporary literature, be proud of the classics and speak their
native language while shaping their own image [4, p. 123].

It should be noted that there has been a significant rethinking
of ideas as to the development of the history and literature
of the twentieth century, which converged with life, and expanded

the labor, social and spiritual spheres of a man. A significant feature
of the vast majority of writers of the twentieth century is their ability
to closely observe the world and to portray it in realistic dimensions,
to undertake philosophical generalizations about man and society.
By contemplating past events and peculiarities of people’s lives
in a new way, it is possible to apply particular artistic images
and stereotypes of behavior in modern realities. Thinking in a new
way about those events and peculiarities of people’s life reflected in
the works, you can find some art images and stereotypes of behavior,
characteristic of the characters. The interpretation of various
phenomena and processes through reading the works of art provides
an opportunity for the young generation to comprehend a deep
and objective reproduction of the development of artistic thinking
and scientific and critical thinking of a particular period.

At the same time, the influence of social and artistic processes
in the history of literature was accompanied by creation of not
only the character of a new hero, but also a new type of writers. In
the twentieth century an example of Ukrainian literature traditions
development can be represented by K. Gordienko’s literary works,
which depict the reconstruction of the village, the destruction
and devastation of traditional grain production and the introduction
of a new system of collective farming. The author depicts
the relationship of the characters at different times, provides their
psychological portrays, and says about their love of home country,
defending the rights and honor of every citizen. We believe that
the study of the creative Chronicles of a Ukrainian writer will
allow one to build and develop respect for the mother language
and the people.

K. Gordienko, being a Ukrainian Soviet writer and relying
on the traditions of Ukrainian literature, depicts the dramatic
world of a man, who was ontologically rooted into life. In his
works he tries to show the reconciliation of a man with himself,
the drama of the past life. The writer sought not only to be
faithful to the traditions of Ukrainian classical literature, but
also to overcome the canons of the forcedly planted socialist
realism. Characters, feelings, pictures of nature, experiences,
emotional images, events, symbols, etc. — this is the arsenal which
K. Gordienko used to describe a real picture of the world of those
time reality. K. Gordienko’s aesthetic position is characterized by
adherence to principles, prudence of positions, and proof in solving
historically significant problems raised by him. Today the heritage
of the writer still remains relevant. The historical and literary
concept of Gordienko-prose writer is connected with the principles
of psychology, and the basis of his methodological approaches
and achievements lies in understanding of social conditioning,
the interpretation of the work from the standpoint of the historical
document of the era.

Reading K. Gordienko’s literature works, we should focus our
attention on the context and realism of the pictures reproduced by
the author. The artistic and cultural phenomenon of the writer’s
creative work lies in the true disclosure of the characters’
psychology taken from the very life. At the level of life philosophy
K. Gordienko comprehended a new theme, through which he
represented new images of contemporary reality, which remain
relevant in our times. Synthesizing the techniques and means
of reality artistic reproduction, the writer clearly reveals the balance
of social forces to the reader, the major social conflicts of literary
works; he shows the tempers and the mentality of social forces
through his background characters, their actions and language.

74



ISSN 2409-1154 HaykoBwui BicHMK MixkHapoaHOro rymaHitapHoro yHiepcutety. Cep.: dinonoris. 2019 Ne 41 Tom 1

It should be noted that civic competence requires
the participation in socially useful activities; respect for human
rights and the exploits of people who fought for peaceful sky for
themselves and their descendants; promotion and defending their
own positions. In this aspect, reading the trilogy “Buymyr” by
K. Gordienko, it is possible to note such positive characteristics
of the characters, as responsibility, patriotism, tolerance and respect
for others. In his works, the writer often refers to the readers in order
to draw attention to the difficulties a common man faces. Children
were suffering in grief when losing their relatives and being in
despair starting their independent way of life. Accordingly, one
should focus on the fact that the respect for each person who is
a member of the society, is a great virtue of any citizen.

In K. Gordienko’s works we can see new characters having
strong and courageous tempers. Not less important for the writer’s
works is the revealing of main characters’ tempers and presentation
of various conflicts in the texts. The writer often focuses our
attention on topical issues that emerge in the pages of works
of art, presenting mainly the peasants and their life troubles. The
most significant problems which are described in the prose works
by writer are: dissatisfaction with the peasant’s poor situation
(“Workers”, “Buymyr”, “She was reaping the other’s field”);
unemployment (“Workers”, “A girl under an apple tree”); the life
of rural mercenaries who had no other destiny (“Ostap Tur family”,
“She was reaping the other’s field”); condemnation of divorce
and constant servitude (“Ostap Tur family”, “A girl under an apple
tree”, “Workers”); exaltation of the dignity of an ordinary person,
regardless of its position in society (“Ostap Tur family”, “She was
reaping the other’s field”, “Buymyr”); social inequality (“She was
reaping the other’s field”, “Workers”, “A girl under an apple tree”);
sad fate of talented people from the (“Ostap Tur family™).

K. Gordienko repeatedly confirmed the idea that he was
searching the ways to expose the negative defects of a society. He
also was an expression of simple peasantry’s mood. The author
focused greatly his attention on psychological conflicts, which, for
the most part, appeared inside the family, and were determined by
deep penetration into a person’s inner world.

During the times, reflected in the literary works by K. Gordienko,
the theme of hunger was raised. People were constantly looking
for food, at least for their children and the elderly: “It was raining
the hungry people of Kharkiv with knots around their shoulders
were wandering along the bogged roads, cold winds were blottering
their clothes... The weak were standing in the middle of the field,
in the middle of the world, they were devious and doomed ...
Some were scattering around the stubble, raking off the piles
of the icy ground with their frozen fingers, before covered by
snow, and picking up the mice caches...” [2, p. 78]. People often
felt hunger, as evidenced by the following lines: “She took a piece
of bread in her hands and started shaking ...” [2, p. 59]. When
thinking about the problems of the reality described in an artistic
way, you start accepting the present differently, especially the period
of the Holodomor of 1933.

The novel trilogy by K. Gordienko “Buymyr” reveals
the characters’ psychology in the background of the post-reform
era and tragic events of the early twentieth century with the help
of artistic word. It can be considered the vertex of writer’s literature
works, whose pages reveal the essence of a human in difficult times
for the country. Here one can find the domestic and psychological,
civil and patriotic issues that people faced those times.

It should be noted that it is possible to follow the life and creative
destiny of the majority of Ukrainian writers of the twentieth
century by K. Gordienko’s example. At the same time, the author’s
artistic style and his worldview remain sharply individual,
inherent only to him. In K. Gordienko’s works there is an artistic
perfection and vitality of the image of socio-economic and moral-
psychological relations between people. It is hardly possible to
compare the richness of socially significant realities and details
taken from the real peasant everyday life with other literary works
devoted to the same subject [11, p. 3].

Of course, reading literary texts will allow you to plunge into
the plot, to form your own thoughts and civic stance. In order
to increase the effectiveness of these activities, we propose
the use of information and communication technologies, namely,
the electronic tools for educational assignment entitled “Kostya
Gordienko’s literary contribution: the artistic and cultural
phenomenon of the twentieth century”. The computer program
is intended to provide independent work of students of higher
educational institutions when studying Ukrainian literature.
It was registered by the State Service of Intellectual Property
of Ukraine and certified of copyright “Kostya Gordienko’s
literary contribution: the artistic and cultural phenomenon
of the twentieth century” (the author: T. Sharova, certificate
no. 53673 dated February 14, 2014).

The electronic tool for educational purpose “Kostya Gordienko’s
literary contribution: the artistic and cultural phenomenon
of the twentieth century” covers the important issues of teaching in
high school a special course on the history of Ukrainian literature
of the twentieth century, the main purpose of which is to highlight
various figures in the context of the post-reform period. The
content of electronic tool for educational purposes provides gaining
knowledge about the theoretical and methodological foundations
of Ukrainian prose in 20-60-ies of the twentieth century. It draws
maximum attention to the literary works of K. Gordienko as
a representative of the older generation of writers, the founder
of the Soviet prose, whose main subject is the life of the Ukrainian
village of the twentieth century. There are more detailed data about
this electronic tool for educational purposes which one can find in
a tutorial [7].

Close proximity to the life of rural workers and human nature
knowledge are the defining features of K. Gordienko’s literary
contribution. The specific organization of the writer’s literary works
determines the set of the following typological characteristics:
the type of genre, the character of the thematic focus, the form
of communication strategies, the principles of compositional
organization and distinctiveness of speech processing.

Consequently, civil competence involves the active, conscious,
and responsible attitude to social and civic processes directed
at the development of the state. Developing civic culture through
the art of the word can foster a true patriot of Ukraine, which is
currently extremely important and necessary.

Conclusions. As a result of the complex analysis
of K. Gordienko’s works, we have identified the following means
of word art for the formation of civic competence: studying
the works of the Ukrainian writers of the twentieth century; reading
of artistic texts; watching videos with patriotic direction; the research
of the writer’s epistolary; the study of poetry of artistic works.

When studying K. Gordienko’s works in the literary context
of artistic and aesthetic searches of the national literature
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of the 20th century, one can determine his national-patriotic
views, raise respect and honesty, responsibility and courage,
kindness and tolerance in contemporary youth. Therefore it will
definitely allow to form one’s civic competence as a qualitative
feature of a true citizen of Ukraine.

In order to improve the process of forming a civic
competence, it is promising to develop a didactic supplement
that takes into account modern educational trends, for example,
the use of the worked out electronic teaching aids that includes
theoretical material, artwork, epistolary, photogallery, and video
materials about K. Gordienko.
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lapoBa T. M., llaposa C. B., KapnauyoBa C. M.
®opMyBaHHSI TPOMAISIHCHKOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI 3aco0amu
MHcTenTBa cjoBa (Ha npukiaajai teopuocti K. Iopaienka)

AHorania. Hapasi crocrepiraetbCsi MOCHICHHS 1HTe-
pecy 0 TPOMaJASHCHKOI OCBITH, IO TOSCHIOETHCS 3HAYHU-
MU CYCHIUIBHHUMHU 3MiHAMHU y KpaiHi Ta iHTerpaiiero YKpaiHu
B €BpOMNEHChKUN MpocTip. ['poMansHChbKa KOMIIETCHTHICTh
€ BOKJIMBOIO YMOBOIO ICHYBaHHS IHTEPKYJIBTYPHOTO Ta JI€MO-
KpPaTHYHOTO CYCIIIBCTBA, B SIKOMY KOXXHUH TPOMaISHUH
aKTHBHO BHKa3y€ CBO€ CTABJCHHsS IO PI3HOMAaHITHUX COIIi-
AJNbHUX, MONITHYHAX Ta HA[IOHAJBHUX MPOLECIB CHOTOJCHHS.
OmHuM 13 TEePCHEeKTUBHHUX Ta Ii€BHX 3aco0iB (GopMyBaHHS
TrPOMaJSTHCBKOT KOMIETEHTHOCTI € BUBYCHHSI TBOPIB MHUCTE-
[TBa Ta JITEpaTypy, MO HANACTh 3MOTY JIIOJHHI HABYUTHUCS
aHaJi3yBaTH, IOPIBHIOBATU, CIIBCTABIATH 00pa3d, 00’€KTH
Ta siBuIa, (OPMYyBaTH BIACHY IYMKY Ta aKTHBHY TPOMAJIsH-
CBbKY MO3HILII0. MEeTOI0 CTaTTi € XapaKTepHCTHKA 3aC00iB MHUC-
TeNTBa CJOBa JUIl (OPMYBaHHS I'POMAJSTHCHKOI KOMIIETEHT-
HOCTI Ha NIPUKIajl BUBYEHHS XynoxHix TBopiB K. I'opaieHka,
HOBiTOMJIEHHS NIPO PO3POOKY Ta BUKOPUCTAHHS €IEKTPOHHOTO
3ac00y HaBYAJIBHOTO NMPU3HAYCHHS 3 METOI KPAIIOro OMaHy-
BaHHS TBOPYICTIO MUTUA. J{ng peamnizauii mocraBiaeHoi MeTH
Oy BUKOPUCTAHI METOAM aHali3y, CHHTE3y Ta CHCTEMAaTH3a-
1i1, 110 TO3BOJIMJIM BU3HAYMTH MicIie Ta poib 10pobky K. Top-
JIIEHKA B ICTOPUKO-JIITEpaTypHOMY TPOLIECi; AT OKPECICHHS
aBTOPCHKOTO OaveHHs CBITy OyJI0 3acTOCOBaHO OiorpadiuHuii
METO[I; JOCTI/IKEHHS TMCUXOJIOTIYHUX 3pYILICHb, BimoOpake-
HUX y TOBENiHII Ta IEPEKUBAHHAX TOJIOBHUX I'epOIB IMHCh-
MEHHUKa, TOTpeOyBai 3BepHEHHS JI0 IPUHOMIB IO CIiKEHHS
TICHXOJIOTi3MY; CTPYKTYPHO-THITOJIOTTYHAI METOl BUKOPHCTO-
BYBAaBCS IS aHATI3Y Ta MOPIBHIHHS XyJOKHIX TEKCTIB aBTOPA;
CHCTeMHHH IMiAX1JT IO PO3IISLY TBOPUO CIIAIIMHNA MUTLIS aB
3MOTY aKTyaJli3yBaT CHCTEMOTBOPYI YHHHUKH HOTO OSTHKH.
Byno BHsBIIEHO, IO TPOMAITHChKA KOMIIETCHTHICTD JEOAWHH
nepeabayae akTHBHE, CBIJIOME Ta BiJIOBIAAaJIbHE CTAaBICHHS
JI0 CYCHUIBHHX Ta I'POMAJSIHCHKHX TPOIECiB, CIIPIMOBAHUX
Ha PO3BHUTOK JIep>KaBH. PO3BHBAIOYH TPOMAITHCHKY KYJABTYPY
3aco0aMH MHCTELTBA CJIOBA, MOXXHA BHXOBAaTH CIPAaBXHBOTO
narpiora YKpaiHu, 110 Hapasi BKpall akTyaJbHO Ta HEOOXiJ-
Ho. KommnekcHuil aHani3 TBOpYOro IOpOOKY NUCHMEHHU-
Ka J1aB 3MOTy 3’SICyBaTW pOJib 1 MiClle MHUTISl Ta HOTO TBOpIB
y JIiTEpaTypHOMY KOHTEKCTI XyIOKHBO-€CTETUYHHUX IMOIIYKiB
BITUM3HAHOI JiTepaTypu XX CT. Ta BU3HAUUTH HOro Haio-
HAJIbHO-TIATPIOTUYHI MOMISAU. [3 METOI MiABUILEHHS SKOCTI
npoiiecy GopMyBaHHsS I'POMAJSIHCHKOT KyJIBTypH OyB pO3po-
OneHui eNeKTPOHHMH 3aci0 HaBYAJIBHOTO MPU3HAYCHHS, SIKHH
MICTHTh TEOPETUYHUH MaTepial, Xy/JI0KHI TBOPH, €IiCTONAPIH,
(ororanepetro, Bineomarepianu npo K. TopuieHka.

KiwuoBi ciioBa: rpomajsiHCbka KOMIIETEHTHICTh, MaTpi-
OTH3M, MHUCTEITBO CIIOBA, XyHOXHS JIiTepaTypa, eNeKTPOHHI
3aco0U HaBYAHHSL.






