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Summary. The article examines word-building processes
by means of suffixes and prefixes in German youth vocabulary.
This language subsystem reflects worldview, everyday life,
way of thinking, value system, and contacts of a particular
social and age group. Young people use verbal means to
express their uniqueness and demonstrate separation from
other members of the society. Thus, extralingual factors have
significant impact on the development of youth vocabulary. In
the formation of the analyzed lexical units, the most productive
are suffixes, which are used to name people. These lexical
units have clearly seen positive or negative connotation. Given
that youth vocabulary is a subsystem of the modern German
language, there is a parallel with its word-building processes.
The suffixes -er and -el are the most productive in the formation
of nouns denoting male people. At the same time, the studied
language phenomenon includes words formed by means
of suffixes, which are not typical for morphologic structure
of lexical units of standard German. The popularity of these
word-building morphemes in the vocabulary of the studied
language subsystem can be determined by the desire for
self-expression among representatives of other social or age
groups, the protest against word-building rules of standard
German, the try to attract attention of communicative
partners, the search for expression of subjective attitude to
the environment. In the analyzed vocabulary, prefixation
is most productive for formation of verbs. This process is
characterized by the use of morphemes, which are typical for
word-building of the modern German language in general. The
author has singled out the most productive prefixes of verbs
in the analyzed material. The use of prefixes in the formation
of nouns and adjectives is often aimed to satisfy the young
people’s need for exaggeration. Young people also show their
creativity by changing word-building meanings of prefixes. For
example, the prefix inter- is used in German youth vocabulary
to intensify the meaning of the word. As a rule, this process is
accompanied by semantic changes of the root morpheme.

Key words: suffixation, prefixation, semantic changes,
productivity, exaggeration, connotation.

Formulation of the problem. Vocabulary of the modern
German language is a complex system that consists of various
interconnected subsystems. Its structure includes words and phrases
created and used by representatives of different professional, ethnic,
social, and age groups.

These language subsystems represent traditional sources to
enrich the vocabulary of German-speaking community. All of them
more or less intensively influence the development of colloquial
and literary styles of German, determining main features and trends
of this process. They also play an important role in semantic changes
of commonly used lexical and phraseological units.

Youth vocabulary is one of the components that form the basic
for the modern German language. The given language subsystem
is characterized by its formal exraordinariness and a high value
of pragmatic use. At the same time, it is closely interconnected with
other substandard vocabulary systems.

Youth vocabulary reflects worldview, everyday life, way
of thinking, value system, and contacts of a particular social and age
group. Conceptual system of the representatives of the given part
of German-speaking community differs significantly from
the conceptual system of adults. Through language, young people
look for ways to express their uniqueness. At the same time, they
use verbal means for demonstrating separation from the society
and its rules which seem them confusing and hostile.

The above-mentioned factors often play a determining role
in the formation of lexical units of German youth vocabulary.
Therefore, the article is aimed to find out the peculiarities of word-
building processes of German youth vocabulary on the example
of suffixation and prefixation models.

Analysis of resent research and publications shows that
formation of German youth vocabulary has been studied by
a number of scientists for a long period of time. In particular,
J.K. Androtsopoulos examines different types of word-building,
productive morphemes, as well as functions of word-building
in German youth vocabulary [1, p. 79-219]. H. Henne describes
the given linguistic phenomenon as a means of communication
of a corresponding social and age group [2]. The work
of P. Schlobinski P. and H.-Ch. Heins is devoted to empirical
study of using of analyzed vocabulary in the activities of various
youth styles and subcultures [3]. At the same time, K.V. Kulakova
identifies youth vocabulary as dynamic and changeable [4, p. 25],
pointing to the influence of modern technologies and networks on its
development [4, p. 26-28]. N.V. Shamova and L.N. Ponomarenko
study word-formation types of modern German vocabulary
and describe their systemic paradigmatic relations [5, p. 177-185].

Scientific novelty of the article is that the connection between
using of certain word-building morphemes and extralingual
determinants of their productivity has been examined. The study
provides for combining the theoretical basis of fundamental
works on word-building of German language [6; 7] with the latest
approaches in research of youth vocabulary.

The purpose of the article is quantitative and qualitative
description of derivates formed by means of suffixation
and prefixation models in German youth vocabulary. Extralingual
factors of functioning and development of the analyzed linguistic
phenomenon are taken into consideration.

Thus, the subject of research is the formation of German youth
vocabulary by means of suffixation and prefixation. The object
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of research are words of three main syntactic categories (nouns,
verbs, adjectives) chosen from modern dictionaries of German
youth vocabulary [8; 9; 10].

Results and discussion. The results of the study have shown
that suffixation is a productive way of formation of new lexical
units of German youth vocabulary. Being considered as an indicator
of lexical generalization [7, p. 74], the given type of word-building
morphemes is used by young speakers to emphasize subjective
judgement and assessment.

In the formation of the analyzed vocabulary, the most
productive are suffixes, which are used to name people (both young
and adult ones). In our opinion, this can be explained by a large
number of words that belong to this semantic group. For its part,
the given factor is determined by the need to show the attitude to
the communicative partner and other members of the society as
well. Therefore, the above-mentioned lexical units have clearly seen
positive or negative connotation. Thus, the verbal sef-identification
of young people is realized by means of pointing to subjectively
highlighted features of the referred person.

Given that youth vocabulary is a subsystem of the modern
German language, there is a parallel with its word-building
processes. Like in standard German, the suffixes -er and -el are
the most productive in the formation of nouns denoting male people.
They are added to the roots of nouns and verbs (Bringer — alles,
was gut oder im Trend ist; Muckel — schweigsame, verschlossene
Person). In the analyzed material, the suffix -er to is also recorded in
its variant -iker (Problemiker — Person, die stindig mit sich bringt).

The use of the productive suffixes -loge and -us is characterized
by semantic changes of the morpheme, in particular, by
metaphorization (Promillologe — Gewohnheitstrinker, Sufer,
Verkehrspolizist; Miillologe — Schwiitzer).

At the same time, German youth vocabulary includes words
formed by means of suffixes, which are not typical for morphologic
structure of lexical units of standard German. These are the formants
-i and -0 (-iko). They can be regarded as an alternative to the suffix
-er. The connotation of the given words shows ironic attitude
and helps to emphasize positive or negative features of the referred
person (Draufi — Person, die gerne an der frischen Luft ist; Drinni —
Stubenhocker,; Anarcho — Anarchist).

The above-mentioned suffixes can be added to:

= root morphemes of lexical units of colloquial and literary
German without changing their basic sematics (Schrulli — schrullige
Person, schwieriger Mensch; Karriero — jugendlicher Karriere-
Vorzeigetyp);

— metaphorized root morphemes of lexical units of colloquial
and literary German (Raffi — Person, die schnell begreift, was Sache
ist; Schmacko — attraktiver Junge);

— root morphemes which are part of subcultural vocabulary
(Grufii—einer, der in der Gruft liegt, (altmodische) Person jenseitsdes
30. Lebensjahres, Okkultist, Satansanbeter; Gollo — Idiof).

In our opinion, the popularity of these suffixes in the vocabulary
of the studied language subsystem can be determined by
the following extralingual factors:

— the desire for self-expression among representatives of other
social or age groups;

- the protest against word-building rules of standard German;

— the try to attract attention of communicative partners;

— the search for expression of subjective attitude to
the environment.
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In youth vocabulary, a lot of feminine nouns are created by
means of suffixation. In this case, the following word-building
morphemes are the most productive:

¢ (Schlunze — schlampig gekleidete Frau; Depresse —
niedergeschlagene weibliche Person),

-ei (Tummerei — Alkohol- oder Drogenrausch, Briuterei —
Anmache, Mddchenjagd);

-ette (Hdsslette — unattraktive Person;, Mantalette — naives
Mddchen).

The formation of neuter nouns is characterized by the use
of the suffix -chen. This word-building morpheme is typical for
suffixation processes in standard German. Therefore, the features
of youth vocabulary as a language subsystem are shown.
In the analyzed material, the given formant points to ironic
attitude to the referred subject (Kldrchen — Schnaps; Tittchen —
korpulenter Junge).

Suffixation of verbs is characterized by the use of the formant
-eIn. These words mainly have the meaning of action or state. The
most productive word-building model is «noun + -elny (biirsteln —
Sex haben; mupfeln — essen). The word-building model «adjective
+ -elny is less productive (diimmeln — dumm daherreden, sich
unqualifiziert dufiern).

Two other productive suffixes -ieren and -ern, which are used
to form verbs in German youth vocabulary, reflect a connection
of affixation in the given language subsystem to the word-building
of colloquial and literary types of German. These suffixes are usually
added to metaphorized roots (diagnostikalisieren — unbeherrscht
Alkohol trinken, brettern — sich schnell fortbewegen).

The most productive and frequent suffix in the formation
of adjectives is -mdfig. These lexical units mostly express
exaggerated assessment of people, things, actions etc. The
given suffix can be added to the roots with various semantics
and connotation (granatenmdfiig — sehr gut, hervorragend,
weltmdfig — toll, super).

The suffix -ig is used to point to similiarity, emphasizing
a certain component in the semantic structure of the word. The
word-building meaning often has negative connotation (assig —
widerlich, abscheulich; prollig — angeberisch).

The suffixes -lich, -haft, and -5 are used to form adjectives
with the meaning of positive or negative description on the basis
of metaphorization. On the one hand, they demonstrate language
creativity of young people, on the other hand, they have a significant
pragmatic effect (schldpplich — schwdchlich, langweilig, fade,
schlecht; didihaft — dumm, tubbitds — niedlich).

The function of prefixation is realized through changing
the lexical meaning of the word without changing its syntactic
category [7, p. 73]. That creates the preconditions for the use
of the given model to form new lexical units of German youth
vocabulary.

Young speaker’s tendency to exaggerate in evaluating
people and things is clearly seen in the use of the prefix Super-
for the formation of nouns. This affix gives them the meaning
of the highest degree of quality (Superbirne — Person mit hoher
Denkintelligenz, Person mit wenig Denkintelligenz, Super-Biene —
gut aussehendes Mddchen).

Overestmation is considered to be a usual practice of young
people’s communication. That is why, the prefix Mini-, which
gives nouns the meaning of small size, is less productive in youth
vocabulary (Minipanzer — hdssliches Mddchen, fettes Mddchen).
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In the studied vocabulary, prefixation is most productive for
formation of verbs. This process is characterized by the use of word-
building morphemes, which are typical for the modern German
language in general.

Having analyzed lexicographic sources, we have singled out
the most productive prefixes of verbs:

= be- (behumsen — jemanden auf den Arm nehmen, betriigen,
bekeimen — jemanden zulabern, vollquatschen; ansprechen),

— ver- (verdackeln — etwas verpassen, etwas vergessen;
verbimsen, verhinkeln — verpriigeln);

— zer- (zereiern — lauthals lachen; sich drgern);

— ent- (entschleunigen — etwas langsamer angehen);

= er- (ergeiern —sich etwas ergattern, sich etwas (mehr oder
weniger legal) beschaffen, betteln).

In these examples, the «youth» specificity of the formed
lexical units is expressed by the root, which is often metaphorized
(bekoffern — jemanden anpumpen, verdréseln — sich hingen lassen,
faulenzen).

The use of prefixes in the formation of adjectives is often
aimed to satisfy the young people’s need for exaggeration. In this
vocabulary, the dominant role is played by two intensifying formants
hyper- and super-, which are popular with the representatives
of German-speaking community in general (hypermatt — sehr matt;
superschick — sehr schick).

However, we consider it necessary to add specific «youth»
prefixes, which are also used to change the semantics of adjectives
in terms of exaggeration. These formants are not specified as
traditional prefixes of adjectives. They are borrowed from other
languages and became popular because of their frequent use in
mass-media and social networks. As a rule, semantic changes
of the root morpheme are not typical for these words. The given
prefixes just emphasize a particular feature or assessment, making
the message more subjective:

— mega- (megahart — sehr hart; megastark — sehr stark);

— giga- (gigageil — sehr geil; gigadumm — sehr dumm);

— meta- (metahart — sehr hart, metatoll — sehr toll);

— turbo- (turbogeil - sehr geil; turbostark — sehr stark);

— ultra- (ultrakrass — sehr krass; ultrastark — sehr stark).

Young people also show their creativity by changing word-
building meanings of prefixes. For example, the prefix inter- is used
in German youth vocabulary to intensify the meaning of the word. As
a rule, this process is accompanied by semantic changes of the root.
Thus, the creativity of young people is reflected in combining
semantic transformation of the root and word-building morpheme
(intergalaktisch — sehr gut, toll; intergeil — hervorragend).

Conclusions. Thus, in German youth vocabulary, affixes are
used in some of their word-building meanings. There is a focus
on one or more popular meanings. This choice is determined by
the social and age peculiarities, worldview, values, activities, which
form the core of young people’s life.

For example, the tendency to exaggeration is reflected in
the productivity of the prefixes super-, hyper- and meta-. The need
for specification and subjective assessment is realized through
the use of the suffix -er. The suffix -chen is preffed to emphasize
ironic attitude in the process of denotation. Lack of clear ideas about
the characteristics of the environment is expressed in the possibility
of comparison by means of the suffix -mdpig.

During the study, we have singled out a number of morphemes
that are not typical for word-building processes of standard

German. Their productivity in the analyzed material can be
regarded as a result of the complex action of social and age factors
that determine key features of youth vocabulary, in particular,
the need for self-identification, creativity, protest, exraordinariness,
exaggeration, and subjective assessment. Some of these suffixes
and prefixes are borrowed from other languages and added to roots
of German lexical units.

The results of the study can be used for description of word-
building models of other subsystems of the modern German
language.
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Hozpnaxkos O. B. BukopucraHnHd C€JI0BOTBOPYHMX
MopeM B  YTBOPEHHi HIMENbKOr0  MOJIOAIKHOIO
BOKaOyJIsipy

AHoTamisi. Y cTarTi JOCTIKYIOTHCS MPOILIECH CIOBOTBO-
PEHHs 3a JOIOMOrolo cydikciB Ta mpedikciB y HIMELBKOMY
MOJIOJIDKHOMY BOKaOyisipi. 3a3HaueHa MOBHA IiJCHCTEMa
BiJIOOpaka€e CBITOIVISI, MOBCAKICHHE JKUTTS, CIIOCIO MHUCIICH-
H$l, CUCTEMY IIIHHOCTEH Ta KOHTaKTH BiAMOBIIHOI COIiaIbHOT
Ta BiKOBOI rpyIi. MOJOIi JIFOI BUKOPHCTOBYIOTH MOBHI 3aC0-
Ou 1S IEMOHCTpALIlii CBOET HETIOBTOPHOCTI Ta BiI0COOJICHOCTI
BiJl HIIUX YICHIB cycmijbcTBa. OTXE, M03aMOBHI (pakTopH
MalTh 3HAYHUH BIUIMB HA PO3BHTOK CIOBHHKOBOTO 3amacy
modozi. ITix yac opMyBaHHS aHATI30BaHUX JIEKCHUHUX OJTH-
HUIb HAHOUIBII MPOJYKTUBHUMHU € CY(IKCH, 110 BUKOPUCTO-
BYIOThCS JUIsl HallMeHyBaHHs Jrofeid. LI jekcuuHi oguHMII
MAlOTh YITKO MOMITHY MO3UTHBHY YW HETaTHBHY KOHOTAILIIO.
BpaxoBytouu, 110 MOJOADKHHI BOKAOyIsp € TMiJICHCTEMOIO
cy4acHOi HIMELbKOi MOBH, ICHY€ mapajieib i3 ii mporuecamu
cioBotBopennsi. Cydikcu -er ta -el € HalnpoayKTUBHIIITMME
ITiJ1 YaC YTBOPCHHS IMEHHHUKIB, 1[0 TO3HAYAIOTH JIFOJICH YOJIOBI-
4oi crati. BogHowac pociimpKkyBanuit MOBHUE (PEHOMEH BKJIFO-
Yae CJI0Ba, yTBOPEHI 3a JOMOMOT0I0 CY(iKCiB, HE IPUTAMaHHUX
Jutst MOP(hOIOriyHOI Oy10BU JIEKCUUHUX OJUHUL JIT€paTypHOL
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HiMEIbKOT MOBH. [TomysipHICTh IIUX CIOBOTBOPUUX MOpdhem
Yy BOKaOyJIsIpi TOCIIIPKYBaHOI MOBHOT IMIJICHCTEMH MOXe OyTH
BU3HAYCHA MMPATHCHHSIM [0 CAMOBHPAXCHHSI CEPell IPEACTaB-
HUKIB IHIIAX COIIaJbHUX YU BIKOBUX IPYII, TPOTECTOM MPOTH
TIPaBUJI CIIOBOTBOPY JITEPATYPHOT HIMEIBKOI MOBH, CIIPOOOIO
NPUBEPHYTH yBary KOMYHIKATHBHUX IAPTHEPIB, MOUIYKOM
BUP@KEHHSI Cy0’€KTHBHOTO CTABJICHHS 10 HABKOJIMIIHBOTO
cBiTy. B anamizoBaHiii nekcuii npedikcailis € HaWMPOIYK-
TUBHIILIOK JIJIsl YTBOpeHHs mieciiB. Lled mporec xapakrepu-
3y€ThCsI BUKOPHCTAHHAM MOpP(HEM, THUIIOBUX IS CIIOBOTBOPY
Cy4acHOl HIMEI[BKOI MOBH 3araioM. ABTOp BHOKPEMIIIOE Haii-

52

MPOAYKTHUBHIII MpedikCH JTIECITIB B aHAJTi30BaHOMY Marepia-
ni. BukopucranHs npedikciB Mmij 4ac yTBOPEHHS IMCHHHUKIB
Ta IMPUKMETHHUKIB YacTO CIIPSMOBAHE Ha 33J0BOJICHHS [IOTPE-
6u MotoauX JTozel y nepebiibiueHH]. Moo/l TAK0XK JIEMOH-
CTPY€ CBOIO KPEaTHBHICTh, 3MIHIOIOUH CJIOBOTBIPHI 3HAUCHHS
npedikciB. Hampuxmam, mpedikc inter- BHKOPHCTOBYETHCS
B HIMELbKIil JIEKCUL ISl IiACUIICHHS 3HAYEHHS CI0BA. 3a3BU-
Yail 1eil mpoIec CyMpOBOIKYEThCS CEMaHTUYHUMH 3MiHAMHU
KOpeHEeBOI MOp(heMHu.

KurouoBi cioBa: cyodikcaris, npedikcariisi, ceMaHTHYHI
3MiHH, IPOLYKTUBHICTb, MIEPEOLIBIIICHHS, KOHOTAILIS.




