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GLOTTAL STOP AND PHONOSTYLISTIC VARIETY
IN GERMAN MEDIA SPEECH

Summary. The article presents a comprehensive analysis
of phonostylistic variation in German media discourse,
taking into account the interaction of prosodic, articulatory
and communicative factors. The object of the study is
the sounding speech ofnews anchors, presenters of informational
programs and talk show moderators, which is considered
as a representation of the contemporary supraregional
pronunciation standard of the German language. The aim
of the study is to identify the regularities of glottal stop
realization and to determine its dependence on the degree
of stress, speech tempo and type of discourse.

The methodological framework of the research includes
phonetic analysis, quantitative processing of empirical data,
elements of auditory analysis, as well as the interpretation
of results within modern phonostylistic approaches. It has been
established that the realization of the glottal stop is gradient in
nature and directly correlates with the degree of accentuation:
it occurs significantly more frequently in primary stressed
syllables, whereas reduction processes and coarticulatory
phenomena dominate in unstressed positions.

It has been demonstrated that speech tempo functions as
a key regulator of phonostylistic variation: its acceleration
leads to decreased articulatory clarity, segmental elision
and increased coarticulation, while slower tempo ensures
greater explicitness and stability of phonetic realization. It has
been determined that prepared speech (news broadcasts) is
characterized by a high level of normativity, standardization
and prosodic organization, whereas spontaneous speech
(interviews and talk shows) demonstrates increased variability,
reduction and flexibility of articulatory strategies.

The results obtained confirm that phonostylistic variation in
German media discourse is a dynamic and gradient phenomenon
determined by the interaction of prosodic structures,
articulatory mechanisms, speech tempo and communicative
conditions, which shape the realization of the pronunciation
standard in different types of sounding speech.

Key words: phonostylistics, German language, media
discourse, glottal stop, speech tempo, prosody, articulation,
reduction, pronunciation standard.

Problem Statement. Language is increasingly viewed as
a dynamic adaptive system whose structure continuously changes
under the influence of communicative, cognitive, and social
factors. This perspective has substantially transformed the study
of phonetic variation, shifting attention from static pronunciation
norms to the mechanisms governing variability in authentic speech.
Within this framework, phonetic phenomena are interpreted not
as random deviations from the norm but as systematic adaptations
to communicative conditions, speech tempo, discourse type,
and speaker intention [1; 2].

German media speech represents a particularly suitable object
for investigating phonostylistic variation because it combines
codified pronunciation standards with naturally occurring stylistic
flexibility. News broadcasts, interviews, and talk shows differ
considerably in the degree of speech preparation, communicative
spontaneity, and prosodic organization, creating favorable
conditions for observing pronunciation variation. One of the most
sensitive indicators of such variation is the realization of the glottal
stop (Glottisschlag), whose occurrence depends on stress, prosodic
boundaries, speech tempo, and articulatory precision [3].

Although German pronunciation has been extensively described
in phonetic literature, most studies focus either on codified
pronunciation norms or on general phonetic reduction processes.
Considerably less attention has been devoted to the interaction
between glottal stop realization and phonostylistic variation across
different types of contemporary German media discourse. At
the same time, current broadcasting practice demonstrates increasing
diversity in speech production, resulting from the coexistence
of prepared reading, semi-prepared presentation, and spontaneous
interaction.

The purpose of this study is to identify the regularities
governing glottal stop realization in contemporary German
media speech and to determine its dependence on syllabic stress,
speech tempo, and discourse type. Particular attention is paid
to the interaction between prosodic organization, articulatory
variation, and communicative conditions that shape pronunciation
patterns in modern German media discourse.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications. Research
on phonostylistic variation has developed at the intersection
of phonetics, discourse analysis, sociolinguistics, and communication
studies. Contemporary linguistic theory increasingly interprets
pronunciation as a dynamic phenomenon whose realization depends
not only on the phonological system but also on communicative
conditions, speech planning, discourse type, and stylistic adaptation.
This approach reflects the understanding of language as a complex
adaptive system characterized by variability, self-organization,
and continuous interaction between linguistic structure and language
use [1; 2].

One of the principal directions of modern phonetic
research concerns the relationship between pronunciation
and communicative context. Functional stylistics considers speech
variation as a systematic consequence of communicative purpose
rather than as a deviation from linguistic norms. Functional styles
are therefore understood as relatively stable systems of linguistic
means that demonstrate internal variability depending on register,
communicative situation, and discourse type [4; 5; 6]. Within this
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framework, phonostylistics investigates how phonetic parameters
change under the influence of formality, spontaneity, and speech
planning.

A separate line of research focuses on speech production
and articulatory reduction. Lindblom’s Hyper- and Hypo-articulation
(H&H) theory explains phonetic variability as an adaptive balance
between articulatory effort and communicative efficiency. According
to this model, slower and carefully planned speech is characterized
by greater articulatory precision, whereas accelerated speech
promotes reduction, coarticulation, and segmental weakening [7].
Similar conclusions have been reached by Aylett and Turk (2004),
who demonstrate that speech tempo directly affects phonetic
realization and prosodic organization.

Considerable attention has also been devoted to speech
production models. Levelt [8] describes speaking as a multistage
cognitive process involving conceptualization, formulation,
and articulation. His model provides a theoretical explanation for
differences between prepared and spontaneous speech, which are
reflected in phonetic variability. These ideas were further developed
by Koch and Oesterreicher [9], who proposed the continuum
between the language of immediacy and the language of distance,
emphasizing that the degree of communicative planning substantially
influences linguistic realization.

Within ~ German phonetics, the most comprehensive
description of pronunciation norms is presented in Deutsches
Aussprachewdrterbuch [3]. This work remains the principal
codification of Standard German pronunciation and provides detailed
information on stress placement, prosodic organization, segmental
realization, and glottal stop occurrence. The authors distinguish
between prepared reading, semi-prepared speech, and spontaneous
speaking, demonstrating that each communicative mode is
characterized by specific phonetic and phonostylistic features. Their
observations also indicate that glottal stop realization is influenced
by prosodic boundaries, syllabic prominence, and speech tempo.

The relationship between media discourse and pronunciation
has likewise attracted increasing scholarly attention. Media
speech is regarded not merely as a vehicle of information
transfer but as an important mechanism of social influence
and language standardization. News broadcasts, interviews,
and talk shows differ substantially in communicative organization
and therefore represent different phonostylistic conditions [10; 11].
Atthe same time, the speech of professional broadcasters contributes
to the dissemination of supraregional pronunciation standards
and influences public perceptions of normative pronunciation.

Despite the extensive body of research devoted to German
pronunciation, speech tempo, prosody, and media discourse,
several issues rtemain insufficiently investigated. Existing
studies primarily examine glottal stop realization either within
the framework of codified pronunciation or as part of broader
descriptions of connected speech. Much less attention has been
paid to the interaction between glottal stop realization, speech
tempo, syllabic stress, and different types of German media
discourse. Furthermore, relatively few studies combine phonetic,
phonostylistic, and discourse-analytical approaches within a single
analytical framework.

The present study seeks to address this gap by investigating
glottal stop realization as a phonostylistic —parameter
of contemporary German media speech. Unlike previous research,
which mainly describes pronunciation norms, this study analyses

glottal stop distribution across different communicative formats
and examines its interaction with stress patterns, speech tempo,
and discourse type. Such an approach makes it possible to explain
phonostylistic variation not only as a phonetic phenomenon but also
as a communicatively motivated feature of modern German media
discourse.

Aim and Objectives of the Study. The object of the study
is the sounding speech of German news anchors, presenters
of informational programmes, and talk show moderators, regarded
as a representation of the contemporary supraregional pronunciation
standard of the German language. The subject of the study is
the realization of the glottal stop as a phonostylistic feature and its
dependence on syllabic stress, speech tempo, and discourse type
in contemporary German media speech. The aim of the study is to
identify the regularities of glottal stop realization and to determine
its dependence on the degree of stress, speech tempo, and discourse
type.

To achieve this aim, the following objectives were formulated:
to analyse the theoretical approaches to phonostylistic variation
and glottal stop realization in contemporary phonetic research;
to determine the relationship between glottal stop realization
and syllabic stress; to investigate the influence of speech tempo
on glottal stop realization; to compare glottal stop realization
in prepared and spontancous German media speech; to identify
the phonostylistic functions of the glottal stop in contemporary
German media discourse.

Main Material. Contemporary phonetic theory considers
pronunciation variation as a natural consequence of the interaction
between linguistic structure, communicative conditions, and speech
production mechanisms. Consequently, the realization of the glottal
stop should not be interpreted as a fixed articulatory feature but
rather as a dynamic phenomenon whose occurrence depends
on prosodic organization, speech tempo, syllabic prominence,
and discourse type.

Within German phonetics, the glottal stop (Glottisschlag)
primarily occurs before word-initial vowels and serves as
an important boundary marker. However, its realization is gradient
rather than categorical. Empirical observations demonstrate
that its frequency decreases in unstressed syllables and in rapid
connected speech, where coarticulation and reduction processes
become increasingly prominent. Conversely, primary stressed
syllables and carefully articulated speech favour stable glottal
stop realization, contributing to clearer segmentation and greater
perceptual distinctiveness [3; 6; 7].

From a phonostylistic perspective, German media discourse
provides particularly favourable material for investigating these
processes because it combines several modes of speech production.
News broadcasts represent highly prepared reading characterized by
controlled pronunciation, stable prosodic organization, and limited
phonetic reduction. Interviews and talk shows, by contrast, include
semi-prepared and spontaneous speech, where increased tempo,
spontanecous planning, and interactive communication result
in greater articulatory variability and more frequent reduction
phenomena. These differences create favourable conditions for
examining the distribution of the glottal stop across different
phonostylistic environments.

From a phonostylistic perspective, German media discourse
provides particularly favourable material for investigating these
processes because it combines several modes of speech production.
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News broadcasts represent highly prepared reading characterized by
controlled pronunciation, stable prosodic organization, and limited
phonetic reduction. Interviews and talk shows, by contrast, include
semi-prepared and spontaneous speech, where increased tempo,
spontaneous planning, and interactive communication result
in greater articulatory variability and more frequent reduction
phenomena. These differences create favourable conditions for
examining the distribution of the glottal stop across different
phonostylistic environments.

The theoretical assumptions outlined above are confirmed by
authentic examples from contemporary German media discourse.
Particular attention was paid to the realization of the glottal stop in
internal vowel junctions, where a stressed vowel follows another
vowel within the same lexical item. Unlike absolute word-initial
position, these environments reveal the interaction between lexical
stress, syllabic structure, and connected speech processes, making
them especially relevant for phonostylistic analysis.

The collected material demonstrates that such lexical items
occur regularly in contemporary German news broadcasts
and informational programmes. Reports on the Russian-Ukrainian
war frequently contain the words Ukraine and ukrainisch, whose
standard pronunciation includes a glottal stop before the stressed
vowel /i:/. Similar articulatory patterns are observed in reports
concerning the Korean Peninsula, where the lexical items Koreaner
and koreanisch contain a glottal onset before the stressed /a:/

vowel. Comparable realizations are also found in media reports
on the Middle East, where Schiiten and schiitisch regularly occur.
In addition to proper names and ethnonyms, the same phonetic
pattern is characteristic of frequently used German lexical items
such as Reaktion, Kooperation, and chaotisch, all of which exhibit
an internal vowel sequence preceding a stressed syllable.

Table 1 presents representative examples of lexical items
identified in contemporary German media discourse together
with their phonetic transcription and the position of glottal stop
realization,

The examples presented in Table | demonstrate that glottal stop
realization in contemporary German media speech is not restricted
to absolute word-initial position. It occurs systematically within
lexical items containing adjacent vowels before stressed syllables,
regardless of whether the words denote proper names, ethnonyms,
political terminology, or general vocabulary. In prepared
broadcast speech, such pronunciation contributes to clearer
syllable boundaries and greater articulatory explicitness, whereas
spontaneous interaction shows a higher degree of reduction
and coarticulation.

These observations confirm that glottal stop realization in
contemporary German media speech is not restricted to absolute
word-initial position. It also occurs regularly within lexical items
at internal vowel junctions preceding stressed syllables, where it
performs both articulatory and prosodic functions. In prepared

Table 1

Representative lexical items with internal glottal stop realization in contemporary German media discourse

Lexeme Phonetic form Position of glottal stop Representative media source
Ukraine fukra'?i:na/ VH#V Tagesschau
ukrainisch Jukra :nyf/ V#V Deutsche Welle
Koreaner /kose ?a:ne/ VAV ZDFheute
koreanisch [kowe Pantf/ VH#V Tagesschau
Schiiten /fi" %:tn/ VH#V Deutsche Welle
schiitisch iyl VH#V Deutsche Welle
chaotisch fka0o:trf/ VH#V Tagesschau
Reaktion /edak'tsio:n/ prefix + vowel ARD
Kooperation /ko?opesa tsio:n/ VH#V ZDFheute

Glaottal onset distribution by stress type

G0

55 —

Percentage

_:l):. 4

25

=&~ With glottal stop
Without glattal stop

Primary stressed

cecondary stressed

Unstressed

syllable type

Fig. 1. Distribution of glottal stop realization across syllable types according to the degree of stress (author’s empirical data)
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news broadcasts, such pronunciation contributes to clearer
syllable segmentation and greater perceptual distinctness, whereas
spontaneous interaction demonstrates a considerably higher degree
of reduction and coarticulation.

Thus, the realization of the glottal stop in German is
systematically conditioned by the interaction of prosodic structure,
speech tempo, syllabic stress, and communicative conditions.
The empirical observations presented above are consistent with
the general phonostylistic tendencies identified in the author’s
previous phonetic research.

Figure 1 demonstrate a clear gradient relationship between
syllabic prominence and glottal stop realization. The highest
frequency of glottal stop occurrence is observed in primary
stressed syllables, where articulatory tension and prosodic
boundary marking are strongest. In secondary stressed syllables
the frequency decreases moderately, whereas unstressed syllables
show a predominance of glottal stop omission, reflecting increased
coarticulation and reduction processes typical of fluent speech.

The obtained results indicate that glottal stop realization
is not categorical but probabilistic. Its occurrence depends on
the interaction between stress, speech tempo, and communicative
conditions. Consequently, glottal stop should be interpreted
as a dynamic phonostylistic feature rather than as an invariant
component of German pronunciation.

The findings also confirm that prepared media speech
demonstrates greater articulatory stability than spontaneous
interaction. Accordingly, the realization of the glottal stop may serve
as one of the phonetic indicators of phonostylistic differentiation in
contemporary German media discourse.

The graphical representation confirms that the realization
of the glottal stop in German is systematically conditioned by
prosodic structure and reflects the interaction between stress, speech
tempo, and communicative context.

Conclusions. The analysis of phonostylistic variation in German
media discourse has demonstrated that the realization of the glottal
stop is systematically conditioned by the degree of syllabic stress.
The highest frequency of glottal stop occurrence is observed
in primary stressed syllables, whereas its realization decreases
progressively in secondary stressed and unstressed positions.

It has been established that speech tempo constitutes a key
factor influencing phonetic realization. Increased speech rate leads
to segment reduction and decreased articulatory precision, while
slower tempo ensures greater phonetic clarity and stability.

The study confirms that prepared speech, such as newsreading,
is characterized by a higher degree of standardization and explicit
phonetic realization, whereas spontaneous speech in interactive
formats demonstrates increased variability and reduction
processes.

Thus, phonostylistic variation in German should be interpreted
asadynamic and gradient phenomenon determined by the interaction
of prosodic, articulatory, and communicative factors.

Conflict of interest: The author is a member of the journal’s
editorial board. To ensure the independence of the editorial
process, the manuscript was handled by a designated editor who
was not subordinate to the author and had no conflict of interest.
The author did not participate in the selection of reviewers,
the peer-review process, or the decision to publish the article.
The manuscript underwent the standard double-blind peer review
process.

Bibliography:

1. Beckner C., Blythe R., Bybee J., Christiansen M. H., Croft W.,
Ellis N. C., Holland J., Ke J., Larsen-Freeman D., Schoenemann
T. Language is a complex adaptive system: Position paper. Language
Learning. 2009. 59(S1). 1-26. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/
j.1467-9922.2009.00533.x

. BybeeJ. Language, usage and cognition. Cambridge, 2010.

3. Krech E.-M., Stock E., Hirschfeld U., Anders L.-C. Deutsches
Ausspracheworterbuch.  Berlin,  2009. DOIL:  https://doi.org/
10.1515/9783110215564

4. Biber D., Conrad S. Register, genre, and style. Cambridge, 2009.

5. Halliday M. A. K., Matthiessen C. Halliday’s introduction to functional
grammar. 4th ed. London, 2014.

6.  Opymxina, A. (2017). 3Byuni Tekctu 3MI y (oHOCTHIICTHIHOMY
BapitoBanHi. HaykoBuii BicHuk Yxropopcekoro yHiepeutery. Cepis
«®Dinonorisy, 2(38), 36—40.

7. Lindblom B. Explaining phonetic variation: A sketch of the H&H
theory. In: Hardcastle W. J., Marchal A. (eds.). Speech production and
speech modelling. Dordrecht, 1990. 403-439.

8. Levelt W. J. M. Speaking: From intention to articulation. Cambridge
(MA), 1989.

9. Koch P, Oesterreicher W. Language of immediacy and language of
distance: Orality and literacy from the perspective of language theory
and linguistic history. In: Mar-Molinero C., Stevenson P. (eds.).
Language ideologies, policies and practices. London, 2012. 31-52.

10. Fairclough N. Media discourse. London, 1995.

11.  van Dijk T. A. Discourse and power. Basingstoke, 2008.

Sources of empirical material:

1. ARD Mediathek. Nachrichten und Informationssendungen. URL:
https://www.ardmediathek.de/ (accessed: 25.06.2026).

2. Deutsche Welle. Nachrichten. URL: https:/www.dw.com/de/
(accessed: 25.06.2026).

3. Tagesschau. Nachrichten. URL: https://www.tagesschau.de/ (accessed:
25.06.2026).

4. ZDFheute. Nachrichten.
(accessed: 25.06.2026).

URL:  https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten

®pymkina A. @oHOCTHIiCTHYHA BapiaTUBHiCTh
IOTAJbHOIO IPHUCTYIY Y HiMellbKoMY MeliliHOMY JUCKYPCi

AHoTanisi. Y cTarTi 37ifiCHEHO KOMIUIEKCHMH aHami3
(GOHOCTUINICTUYHOI BapiaTUBHOCTI B HIMELLKOMOBHOMY
MeNiaIuCKypCcl 3 ypaXyBaHHSAM B3a€MOJIl MPOCOAUYHHUX,
apTUKYIALiHUX 1 KOMYHIKaTMBHUX 4YMHHMKIB. OO’ €KTOM
JIOCIIi/IKEHHS € 3By4HE MOBJICHHS AUKTOPIB HOBUH, BEAYUUX
iHdopManiiiHO-NII3HABAJILHUX IIporpaM Ta MOJAEPaToOpiB
TOK-LIOY, K€ PO3MIAAAETHCA SIK PEIPE3EHTAHT CydacHOIo
HaJIPETiOHAJILHOIO BUMOBHOIO CTaHAApTy HiMELbKOI MOBH.
Mertoo po6OTH € BUSBIEHHS 3aKOHOMIpHOCTEH peani3arii
[IIOTTAJbHOIO NPHUCTYIy Ta BU3HAYEHHS HOI0 3aJIeXKHOCTI
BiJl CTYIEHS HArojlocy, TEMILy MOBJIEHHS i TUILy JUCKYpCY.
Meronosoriuny ~ OCHOBY  JOCIHI/DKEHHS  CTAHOBISTD
MeToau (OHETUHYHOTO  aHamidy, KIUIbKICHOI 00poOKH
EeMIIIpUYHUX JaHUX, EJIEMEHTU ayJUTOPCHKOIO aHali3y,
a TaKkoX IHTEpHpeTallis pe3yabTaTiB y MeXax CydYacHUX
(GOHOCTUINICTUYHUX HiAXOMiB. YCTaHOBIEHO, IO peai3alis
[IOTTAJbHOIO IPUCTYIy Ma€ TpaJieHTHUH Xapaxrep
i 0Oe3nocepeHbO KOPENIOE 31 CTYyNEeHEeM aKIEHTYyallii:
y TOJIOBHO-HAroJIOLIEHUX CKJIaJaX BiH pealli3yeThCsl 3HAYHO
qacTille, TOAl K y HEHArojOIIeHUX IO3UIIAX JOMIiHYIOTb
peayKLilHI IpolecH Ta KOAPTHKYJIALIKHI sBUIIa. JloBEACHO,
IO TEeMI MOBJEHHS BUCTYNA€ KIIOUOBUM DETYISATOPOM
(GoHOCTMINICTUYHOI ~ BapiaTUBHOCT: #Oro NpPHCKOPEHHS
3yMOBIIIOE 3HIDKEHHA apTUKYSILIHHOI YiTKOCTI, eni3iio
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OKPEMHUX CETMEHTIB 1 TIOCHUJICHHS KOAPTHKYJNALIi, TOMI SK
YIOBUIbHEHHST 3a0e3ledye IiJBHUIICHHS EKCIUTIIUTHOCTI
Ta crabinpHOCTI (oHeTHuHOI peanizamii. BusHaueHo, 110
MiATOTOBIEHE MOBJIEHHS (HOBHHH)  XapaKTepU3Y€EThCS
BHCOKUM piBHEM HOPMAaTHUBHOCTI, CTaHAapTU3aIil
Ta TPOCOAWYHOI BIIOPSIKOBAHOCTI, TOAI SIK CIIOHTaHHE
MOBJICHHsI (iHTEpB’10, TOK-IIOY) JEMOHCTpPY€E IIiIBUINCHY
BapiaTHBHICTh, PEOYKII0 Ta THYYKICTh AapTHKYJISIIHHUX
crpareriii. OTpuMaHi pe3ylbTaTH MiATBEPIKYIOTh, IO
(OHOCTHITICTUYHA  BAapiaTUBHICTH Yy  HIMEI[bKOMOBHOMY
MEMiaJuCKypCl € JMHAMIYHUM 1 TPaJi€HTHUM SIBUILEM,
3yMOBJIEHHMM  B3a€MOII€I0  TPOCOAWYHUX  CTPYKTYp,
APTUKYIAIHAX MEXaHi3MiB, TEMITY MOBJICHHS
Ta KOMYHIKATMBHHX YMOB, IO BH3HAuUalOTh CHEIU(iKy
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peastizariii BAMOBHOTO CTaHIApTy B Pi3HHX THIIAX 3BYYHOTO
MOBIICHHS.

KurouoBi ciaoBa: (QOHOCTHIIICTHKA, HIMEI[bKa MOBa,
MeMiaTuCKypC, TIOTTAJIbHUMA TPHUCTYI, TEMII MOBIICHHS,
3By4YHE MOBIICHHSI, TTPOCOIIs, APTHKYIIALs, PEIXYKIlis, MOBHUIA
CTaHIapT.
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